
Media Release 

For immediate release: October 31, 2023 

Dunlop Art Gallery exhibition reframes gender 
representations in historic films  

Dunlop Art Gallery brings the work of Finnish queer filmmaker Elian Mikkola to Sherwood 
Village Branch gallery with a counter-archival exhibition that questions how images in 
historical film affect our definitions of femininity. 

“We’re pleased to share this critical view of historical cinema with our community,” says 
Wendy Peart, Curator of Education and Community Outreach. “This thoughtful exhibition 
asks us to consider how our ideas of gender can be shaped by what we see in films.”  

In TRAPP- the spacious body and its archival frame, Mikkola examines the influence that the 
portrayal of Maria Von Trapp in the 1956 film Die Trapp-Familie (The Trapp Family), a 
precursor to the popular Hollywood version The Sound of Music, has on ideals of Western 
femininity. Working with remnants of this 35 mm film sourced from the Berlin archives, 
this multi-media exhibition liberates both the character’s and the artist's identities. 

Elian Mikkola is a Finnish queer filmmaker and media artist currently based between Treaty 
4 (Regina) and Tiohtià:ke (Montréal). Mikkola works closely with both analog and digital 
images, challenging film traditions that have been dominated by the Western world and 
cisgender artists.  

The opening reception for TRAPP – the spacious body and its archival frame takes 
place Saturday, November 4, 2:30pm at Dunlop Art Gallery (Sherwood Village 
Branch). 

The exhibition runs until January 31, 2024 at Dunlop Art Gallery (Sherwood Village Branch). 

For more information on TRAPP-the spacious body and its archival frame, or Dunlop Art 
Gallery’s programs and exhibitions, visit reginalibrary.ca/dunlopartgallery. 

Attached image: Elian Mikkola, TRAPP (in-progress), mixed media installation, 2023. 
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For more information: 

https://www.reginalibrary.ca/dunlop-art-gallery/browse-exhibitions/8792551
http://reginalibrary.ca/dunlopartgallery
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